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Wednesday 15th April 2026
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to the Summer Term! We hope you had an enjoyable Easter break—I think we all definitely needed it!
We can’t quite believe we are now at this point in the year, with only one term left in Reception. To mark the final term, we have planned lots of fun and exciting activities for the children.
Our new topic is called ‘Down in the Garden’. We will spend the first three weeks of the half term learning about ‘Healthy Living’, with a focus on growing, food, and how we can look after ourselves. We will share a range of texts, including Jack and the Beanstalk, Billy’s Sunflower, Handa’s Surprise, and Oliver’s Vegetables.
We will then spend the next three weeks learning all about ‘Minibeasts’. We will take part in bug hunts and learn about their habitats. We will enjoy sharing a variety of texts around this theme, including The Hungry Caterpillar, What the Ladybird Heard, The Snail and the Whale, as well as a selection of non-fiction books.
We will also celebrate this topic with a Minibeast Dress-Up Day on Wednesday 20th May. The children are invited to come dressed as their favourite bug—more details will be given nearer the time.
To share all our learning about minibeasts, we would like to invite you to a class assembly on Friday 12th June at 2:45pm. This will take place in the school hall.

Attached is the topic web, which will show you the skills we will be focusing on this half term.

Here are a few reminders for the half term:

Thursday 4th June – Trip to Arundel Wildfowl Trust
I am in the process of planning a school trip to Arundel Wildfowl Trust. This trip will be focused around our topics ‘Growing’ and ‘Minibeasts’. More details will follow nearer the time.

Forest School
Forest School will continue every Tuesday afternoon. As we move into the warmer months, please continue to dress your child appropriately (e.g. sun hats, long trousers/leggings, and long-sleeved tops, as there are nettles in our forest area).

Waterproof Clothing
Please ensure you have sent back your child’s waterproof all-in-one. The children use these regularly for Forest School and wet playtimes.

PE
PE will continue every Wednesday afternoon with our wonderful PE coach.

Afternoon Snack
Please continue sending in a fruit or vegetable snack. The children really enjoy this social time, and it keeps them going for the afternoon.

Water Bottles
As we are now in the Summer Term, please ensure your child has a named water bottle at school so they can access water throughout the day. Please only fill bottles with water (no squash).

Reading at Home
The children will continue to take home reading books. We ask that they read or share a book with an adult at least three times a week for around 5–10 minutes. Please remember to record this in their reading record. Reading daily is so important and will support your child in achieving their reading Early Learning Goal (ELG) at the end of the year.
As a reminder, children will receive a certificate and medal for every 20 reads recorded. It has been lovely to see so many children moving their rocket as they progress!

Phonics & Home Learning
The children have now learned all Set 1, Set 1 Special Friends, and Set 2 sounds from our Read Write Inc. programme. We will continue to consolidate these over the Summer Term. Please keep practising these sounds at home using your home/school book.
Our target for this half term is for children to recognise at least 10 digraphs (e.g. sh, th, ee) and to read words containing these sounds.

Grid Words
Please continue encouraging your child to learn their ‘Grid Words’. These make a big difference to reading fluency and will support them in achieving their end-of-year ELG. Once your child knows their words, please note this in their reading record so we can check them and provide the next set (and a prize!).

Book Bags
Please ensure your child brings their book bag to school every day, including their reading record and Read Write Inc. Book Bag Book.

Read at 2:55pm Every Thursday
We will continue our weekly end of the day reading session every Thursday. You do not need to attend every week—please come when you can. 

Wow Wall
Please continue to share achievements from home that your child is proud of. These can be sent in via book bags or Class Dojo.

Warm Weather
As the weather gets warmer, please ensure your child comes to school with sun cream already applied. They may also bring a named bottle of sun cream to keep in their book bag (they will need to apply this themselves, so practising at home is helpful).
Children are welcome to wear lighter clothing such as shorts or dresses. A named sun hat is also essential for outdoor activities, including playtime, PE, and Forest School.

As always, if you have any queries, questions, or concerns, please contact us via Class Dojo or telephone the office for anything urgent.

Thank you very much for your continued support.

Kind regards,

Laura Anderson
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